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The power of eloquence, the power of debate, the great
moderation and lucid statement of facts, which characteris-
ed that splendid speech in the Viceroy's Council, showed
that we had at last got a champion who would do justice to
his country and countrymen."

in

Like all great men Roraesh Dutt was a product of his
contemporary environment, and yet ahead of it. He spent
his boyhood in the early days of the second half of the
nineteenth century when, as has been noticed earlier, the
Indian renaissance had already gathered momentum. In
many respects, Romesh Dutt was a product of this renais-
sance movement. The influence of Western thought with
its emphasis on rationalism as well as on nationlism was
evident in his thinking. While, on the one hand, therefore,
he was proud of India's ancient heritage and laboured to
bring this heritage to the knowledge of his contemporaries,
on the other, he rejected the unreasoning prejudices which
had developed in the social and religious life of the country
and pleaded for social reform on a rationalistic basis. To
this extent, Romesh Dutt was a product of the best influ-
ences of his time. At the same time, he blazed new trails,
in several fields and anticipated future trends. In the field
of economics, and to a limited extent in the field of politics
too, his views were well in advance of his time. His re-
searches in Indian Economics provided the economic basis
for the political movement in the twentieth century. In
his emphasis on representative government too he antici-
pated the political movement which was to follow. Indeed,
he dreamt dreams for the future, and belonged to the select
group of Indians of the nineteenth century who while work-